Drs. Cassinelli & Shanker

	Board Certified Specialists in Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics





                                                                                                   March 16, 2009

Dear Colleagues:

Greetings to you all for a happy, healthy and prosperous 2009 from all of us at Cassinelli, Shanker and Biddle Orthodontics.  

As most you may know, we have moved our West Chester office to our new building at 7242 Tylers Corner Drive. It is an exciting move for us which puts us in a state of the art facility significantly increasing our ability to deliver excellent care to our patients more efficiently.

One of the challenges that we, in orthodontics, face is the ability to accurately predict the timing of a child’s facial/jaw growth.  This is often critical in the optimal timing of orthodontic treatment that is directed at modifying facial growth, as in Class II and Class III treatment.  Chronologic age and dental development have been established as poor predictors of timing of facial growth spurts. In the past, orthodontists have been forced to take additional radiographs of the hand/wrist region to correlate ossification centers to facial growth timing.  

During the past few years a team of researchers from Italy, working as post doctoral scholars at the University of Michigan, have developed and validated a technique of using ossification changes of the first four cervical vertebrae from the lateral cephalometric radiographs to predict facial growth timing.  This is a significant development that eliminates the need for additional radiographs and enables a technique that is both accurate and simple.

You will note that when appropriate, the CVMS stage will be referenced in upcoming consultation letters.  Attached is a copy of the original scientific publication which you may find interesting.

With Our Best Wishes,

Alex Cassinelli D.M.D., M.S.

Shiv Shanker D.D.S., M.S.








10475 Reading Rd., Suite 203 (  Cincinnati, OH  45241 (  (513) 821-1625
7242 Tylers Corner Drive ( West Chester, OH  45069 ( (513) 777-7060
«SITE_NAME»
«SITE_ADD1», «SITE_ADD2», «SITE_ADD3», «SITE_ADD4»
755 Mt. Vernon Highway, Suite 140, Sandy Springs, GA  30328, (404) 952-5255


